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The chief agricultural areas of the Maritime Provinces are found
In the carboniferous lowlands of New Brunswick ; along the shores
of the Bay of Fundy, where land reclaimed from the sea may be
fertilized year after year by the opening of the sluices in the dykes ;
on the western Intervale lands of Nova Scotia, and In Prince
Edward Island.
Within the last fifty or sixty years the character of agriculture in
these regions has undergone a very considerable change. The area
under wheat has decreased, while that devoted to dairy-farming,
stock-rearing, and fruit-growing, has largely increased. The
reasons for this change, which is even more marked In the St.
Lawrence Lowlands, will be discussed in connection with that region*
The great fruit-growing districts are the Annapolis and Cormvallis
valleys In Nova Scotia, which contain over 70 per cent of the orchards
of the Maritime Provinces, Apples are the chief crop, the climate
being well suited to the growth of the hardier varieties at least,
but plums, cherries, and other fruits are also grown.
In Nova Scotia the fishing industry is of considerable importance,
and gives employment, directly or Indirectly, to about one-third
of the population. The Lunenburg fleet, so called because it is
largely owned and manned by the inhabitants of the county of
that name, is engaged in the deep sea fisheries on the Banks of
Newfoundland and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence-, where cod and
haddock form the bulk of the catch. Among the fish found off-
shore in various parts of the Maritime Province are herring, mackerel,
and lobsters. Prince Edward Island is noted for its oysters.
The importance of the Maritime Provinces has been greatly
augmented by their mineral wealth, and nearly half of the total coal
production of Canada (excluding lignite) is obtained from the coal-
fields of this region. These are the Sydney coalfield, which extends
for thirty-two miles along the sea coast of the north-eastern ex-
tremity of Cape Breton and produces the greater part of the output
of the province; the Inverness coalfield, along the west coast of
Cape Breton; the Pictou coalfield in the north-west of Nova Scotia,
and the Cumberland coalfield In the west. In New Brunswick the
Grand Lake coalfield, about seventy miles north of the city of St.
John, has a small output. For the two years 1937-38 the average
production of the Maritime Provinces was 7,000,000 short tons.
The coal is bituminous and of good quality; much of it is suitable